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this month’s highlights
Oct. 5 — Miniature quilt 

workshop with George and 
Virginia Siciliano, “Size Really 
Does Matter.”

Oct. 6 — During the day, 
George and Virginia Siciliano 
will present a non-sewing 
design workshop, “Designing 
Logs.” During the evening 
guild meeting, George will 
give a presentation, “This Guy 
Must Be Nuts.”

from the president
As sad as I am to see summer go, I love this change of season. The cooler days 

and changing colors remind us that we need warm quilts to wrap around us in 
the evenings and inspire us to use flannels and different color combos in our 
work. I hope you are all feeling inspired too.

Welcome to the Sicilianos this month. Their miniature quilts are so beautiful 
and detailed. I hope that their workshops mean we’ll get to see minis at future 
show and tells.

Please support our workshops by taking one (or more) — it’s an opportunity to 
try something new or work on a skill you may already know you enjoy. If there 
is someone you’d like to hear lecture or take a class from, please let us know. 
Planning for future programs is ongoing and it would be great to have your input.

Thank you to Carol Swota for 
volunteering to be our venue 
coordinator and thanks to Susan 
Ahearn (already our recording 
secretary) and Paula Dunn for 
volunteering to whip our library 
into shape. We’ve received a large 
donation of books, which will be 
available in the next few months — 
yet another source of inspiration 
for our quilting!

Ann Pastore  
annpastore@gmail.com
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president’s challenge: solids
Members are challenged to make quilts 

using only solid fabrics. No restriction 
on size or technique. I have always been 
attracted to and appreciated quilts made 
with solid fabrics. From historic cheddar 
and red applique quilts to traditional 
Amish quilts to many of the quilts of 
today’s modern quilt movement, they have 
a timeless quality. Have fun — make one!
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block-of-the-month 
The October block-of-the-

month is called “True Blue.” 
It is kitted with Civil War 
reproduction fabrics from Log 
Cabin Fabrics. 

During the November 
meeting, we will draw for 
winners, and each winner will 
receive four blocks — enough 
to make a table runner or table 
topper.

&sunshine shadows
•   Wishing vice president Suzette DuPont a speedy recovery from knee 

replacement surgery.

•   We’re sorry to report that Mary Englehart passed away in early 
September. You may remember that Mary would visit us in June to tell 
us about the Saratoga Fair. She’d encourange members to enter quilts 
and participate in the quilting demonstration held each year. Member 
Martha Hadarics said that during the demonstration “…she was always 
there, making sure that we lacked for nothing. She was a very caring 
lady.” Our condolences to her family and friends.

travel update
The Quilters Gathering bus 

trip is Saturday, Nov. 8. The cost 
is $95 per person. This includes, 
transportation, entrance to the 
show and a great dinner on the 
way home.

Sign up now while there is still 
room! It will be a great time with 
great friends!

•   Quilters Gathering 
Manchester, N.H.  •  Nov. 8 
$95 (includes dinner and 
entrance to the show) 

Don’t forget our other trips 
coming up this spring.

•   AQS Quilt Show 
Lancaster, Pa.  •  Mar. 12-14 
Final price TBD

•   Genesee Valley QuiltFest 
Rochester, N.Y.  •  June 6 
Final price TBD

Barb: broriginals@gmail.com 
Pat: burgess.patricia@ymail.com remember your nametag 

Members are encouraged to wear a personally made cloth nametag to 
each meeting. At most meetings, a nametag drawing is held — our first 
one of the year will be at the October meeting. When you check in to the 
meeting, and if you are wearing your name tag, pull the paper tag next to 
your name and put it in the 
basket. One of these names 
in the basket will be drawn. 
The winner will receive a 
gift certificate to a local 
quilt shop. Remember, you 
have to be wearing your 
nametag to win — and it 
helps the rest of us know 
who you are.

thank you…
…to Almost One of a Kind and Ruby 

Scissors quilt shops for their generous 
donations of gift certificates, which will be 
used as prizes for our monthly name tag 
drawing. If you haven’t yet heard, Clifton 
Park will be getting its own Ruby Scissors 
Quilt Shop soon. Stay tuned for details.
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from the membership 
chairs

Thanks to all who signed up at the 
September meeting! It was crazy blur 
of checks, cash and renewal sheets.  
Membership cards will be available 
for pick-up at sign-in table.

Speaking of signing in,  ONLY 
those members who have paid their 
dues will be listed on the sign-in 
sheet, and therefore eligible for the 
name tag drawing.

R.A.T.S. SHOW AT THE COLONIE LIBRARY
Many of you may remember the R.A.T.S. (Retired Art Teachers Sew) 

mini-group, comprised of current member Libby Lee, former members 
Edie Smith and Pat Clahassey, and their friends Betty Koban and Betty 
Martin. As in the past, there will be a show of their work hanging at 
the Colonie Town Library during the month of October. An opening 
reception will be held 2-4 p.m., Sunday, Oct. 5, in the Steadman Room. 
Stop by and catch up with some old friends. FYI, Edie now lives in Ohio.

upcoming workshops
Visit the Workshop table during the October meeting to reserve 

your space in the November workshops with Pamela Druhen. 
Check out additional workshop information on our website, 
quiltnorth.org.

Note, all workshops will be held at the Ballston Lake Firehouse, 
1125 Ballston Lake Road (Rt. 146A). Visit our guild website for 
directions.

OCTOBER 5
George and Virginia Sciliano will present a workshop on 

miniature quilts, covering block design through the construction 
process. Make the pattern “Glow in the Dark.” Don’t be 
intimidated by the small size of this project  — this class is 
appropriate for all skill levels.

OCTOBER 6
No machine needed! “Designing Logs” is a no-sew design 

workshop with George and Virginia Siciliano. Class fee is $35 
plus $20 for a required kit.

NOVEMBER 1 OR 3
In “My Very Own Landscape,” a non-sewing workshop 

appropriate for all skill levels, “threadscape” artist Pamela Druhen will 
show you how to make realistic-looking landscape quilts using fabric 
and thread. Participants will design their own pieces based on their own 
photos. Class fee is $60 for members or $70 for non-members.

NOVEMBER 2
In another non-sewing workshop, “Landscape for Real,” participants will 

choose from among spring, summer, fall or winter scenes to create their 
own landscape quilts. All skill levels welcome in this workshop, taught by 
Pamela Druhen. Class fee is $60 for members or $70 for non-members.

Visit our guild website, quiltnorth.org, to view 
a slideshow from the Clifton Park Farm Fest 
quilt show. Thanks to Maria Newnham for 
sharing the photos!
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 SEPT

27-28
Harvest of Quilts XII
10 a.m.-4 p.m. • Pine Bush HS, 156 State Route 302, Pine Bush
$6 for one day • $10 for both days • Kids under 12 free

Guest speaker is Paula Nadelstern. Features a gallery talk by local quilt 
historian Sharon Waddell. Quilts for sale, NQA-judged show, vendors, 
demonstrations, door prizes, block contest, boutique, and AQS appraisals.

Raffle to benefit Pine Bush HS scholarships. Prizes include a quilt, Quilters 
Attic gift certificate, and fabric basket. Food and beverages available for 
purchase. Hosted by Country Quilters Guild. Visit www.countryquilters.org 
for more information.

upcoming events

charity corner
Hi quilters!

At the last meeting we took in 
13 completed quilts, including 
one needing binding, 31 summer 
challenge blocks and five quilt 
tops! You are all so talented! A 
special thanks to Maria Newnham 
for all her help once again. Thank 
you all so much!

We are holding a charity 
workshop at the Ballston Lake 
Firehouse on Ballston Lake Road 
to machine quilt or hand tie some 
completed kits. Please join us! It 
will be on National Quilting day, 
Oct. 25, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.  Join us 
for all or part of the day. If you 
can’t stay, you can pick up a kit. 
Participants should bring a sewing 
machine, a good light, good thread, 
fresh machine needles, snips, a 
seam ripper, a mug and lunch. 
I’ll supply the coffee and other 
necessities. Call to reserve a spot.

Dayle Gruder
(518) 664-5271

 OCT

6
October Guild Meeting
7:15 p.m. • Shenendehowa United Methodist Church

Presentation: “This Guy Must be Nuts” by George Siciliano, humorist and 
king of miniature quilts, and Virginia Siciliano, teacher and award-winning 
hand quilter (www.georgesiciliano.com). Doors open at 6:45 p.m.

 OCT

5
Workshop: “Size Really Does Matter”
9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. • $50 class fee ($55 for non-members)
$20 required kit (without fabric) OR $60 optional kit (includes fabric) 
Ballston Lake Firehouse, 1125 Ballston Lake Road (Rt. 146A)

Miniature quilt workshop (from block design through construction 
process; all skill levels) with George and Virginia Siciliano (www.
georgesiciliano.com). Pattern is “Glow in the Dark.” Kit includes pattern, 
fabric and tool.

 OCT

6
Workshop: “Designing Logs”
9 a.m.-1 p.m. • $35 class fee • $20 kit (required)
Ballston Lake Firehouse, 1125 Ballston Lake Road (Rt. 146A)

Non-sewing design workshop, all skill levels with George and Virginia 
Siciliano. Kit includes 400 printed blocks.

thank you…
…to September speaker Cathy 

Racine for her generous gift of 
crib-sized batting, which will be 
used for charity quilts.

 OCT

18-19
Autumn Inspirations Quilt Show
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday • 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Sunday
GE Theatre at Proctor’s Theatre, 432 State Street, Schenectady
$7 per ticket

Featured quilter is Kathryn Greenwold. Show includes vendors, boutique, 
door prizes, demonstrations, special exhibits, and raffle quilt. Tickets may 
be purchased from Q.U.I.L.T. Schenectady members and at the door of the 
show, NOT at the Proctor’s box office. Visit www.quiltschenectady.org for 
more information.
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 OCT

25
National Quilting Day Charity Workshop
9 a.m.-3 p.m. • RSVP to Dayle Gruder
Ballston Lake Firehouse, 1125 Ballston Lake Road (Rt. 146A)

Celebrate National Quilting Day with a special charity workshop!

 OCT

20
Board Meeting
7 p.m. • Halfmoon Town Hall, 2 Lower Newtown Road, Halfmoon

All members welcome!

upcoming events

guild challenge
The guild challenge this 

year is to make a quilt using 
pre-cut fabrics — jelly rolls, 
layer cakes, charm squares, 
honey buns, turnovers, etc. 
 — that you’ve collected on 
your travels. Have you been 
tempted by the array of 
beautiful fabrics in these, 
but thought “now what 
am I going to do with this” 
once you’re home? Here’s 
your chance to explore 
their uses in your quilt 
making and bust your 
stash. If you don’t have a 
pre-cut pack and want to 
participate, find one you 
like and get sewing! There 
are lots of resources on the 
web for using pre-cuts; the 
Moda Bake Shop (www.
modabakeshop.com) is a 
good one to start with.

There is no restriction on 
size or technique. You can 
add other fabrics, but the 
base of the quilt should be 
a pre-cut, not including fat 
quarter bundles. Quilts are 
due at the June meeting. 
When you enter, please let 
us know about the pre-cut 
you started with. 

 NOV

1
Workshop: “My Very Own Landscape”
9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. • $60 class fee ($70 for non-members)
Ballston Lake Firehouse, 1125 Ballston Lake Road (Rt. 146A)

In a non-sewing workshop with Pamela Druhen (www.pameladruhen.com), 
participants design their own piece from their own photos.

 NOV

2
Workshop: “Landscape for Real”
9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. • $60 class fee ($70 for non-members)
Ballston Lake Firehouse, 1125 Ballston Lake Road (Rt. 146A)

Non-sewing workshop makes landscape quilts doable, all skill levels, by Pamela 
Druhen (www.pameladruhen.com), a “threadscape” artist who creates realistic looking 
landscapes using fabric and thread. Participants can choose to make a spring, summer, 
fall or winter scene.

 NOV

3
Workshop: “My Very Own Landscape”
9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. • $60 class fee ($70 for non-members)
Ballston Lake Firehouse, 1125 Ballston Lake Road (Rt. 146A)

Encore offering!

 NOV

3
November Guild Meeting
7:15 p.m. • Shenendehowa United Methodist Church

Presentation: “Quilting for Real,” a lecture and trunk show by Pamela Druhen  
(www.pameladruhen.com). Doors open at 6:45 p.m.

 NOV

17
Board Meeting
7 p.m. • Halfmoon Town Hall, 2 Lower Newtown Road, Halfmoon

All members welcome!

 NOV

8
Guild Trip to Quilters Gathering
$95 per person • Includes dinner and show entrance fee

Sign up at the Travel table! Visit www.aquiltersgathering.com for more info. 


