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History of QUILT North 

 

The name of the guild, QUILT North stands for Quilters United In Learning Together North. North 

because the guild's location is north of two other guilds using the same acronym, Q.U.I.L.T Inc., of 

Delmar (the original) and Q.U.I.L.T.S. of Schenectady. 

 

The first meeting was held in September of 1995 at Burnt Hills United Methodist Church. Over 90 

quilters attended that first meeting and almost 60 joined at that time. During the next 3 years, membership 

grew to over 100, in 2002 we numbered about 150. After 20 years, we number more than 180! 

 

During the first year, workshops generally were limited to comfort quilt workshops. Since then, hundreds 

of quilts have been made and donated to various local charities and individuals in need such as Stratton 

VA Medical Center, Albany Medical Center, the Saratoga Center for Rehabilitation & Skilled Nursing 

Care (formerly Maplewood Manor), CAPTAIN Youth and Family Services of Saratoga County, and the 

Camp Erin program run by Community Hospice. 

 

Since its inception, the guild has sponsored nationally known and local quilters with expertise in a variety 

of aspects of quilting as speakers and workshop teachers. Many of our own members have taught 

workshops in their areas of expertise. 

 

The first two years a voluntary board ran the guild. By-laws were first adopted in April of 1996 with the 

first election held in April of 1997. In 1998, the by-laws were amended to require elections of half the 

officers every other year starting in 1999. The bylaws are reviewed and revised as needed but at least 

every 5 years. 

 

In October 2001, our guild participated in the first biannual Empire QuiltFest along with five other guilds. 

Along with beautiful quilt displays, there are interesting lectures, tempting vendors, and guild booths 

selling a variety of items. The tenth EQF will be held April 2020. 



2018-2019 Officers and Committees 
 

Officers 
President  Linda Gebhardt 

 

First Vice Presidents  Angela Pachal & Laura Swensen 

Second Vice President  Jo Thomas 

 

Treasurer  Susan Spadaro 

 

Corresponding Secretary  Cindy Lanne 

 

Recording Secretary  Diane Anuszewski 

 

 
 

Committee Chairs 

 
Block of the Month Maria Newnham, Jan Palombo 
 

Challenges President & Guild Board 
 

Comfort Quilts Paula Dunn 
 

Empire QuiltFest Joan Annis, Joy Karns,  

 Ann Pastore & Jan Palombo 
 

Fabric Swap Sharon Kwirtkoski & Carol Swota 
 

Librarian  Susan Ahearn 
 

Membership Joy Karns, Paula Schwab & Maureen Soris 
 

Newsletter & Web Site Ann Pastore 
 

Opportunity Ann Cocca & Gwen Heekin 
 

Refreshments  Charmaine Schaefer & Joanne Sweet 
 

Site Coordinator June Barker 
 

Sound Jean Atkinson 
 

Travel Shaina Duffy & Barbara Wolfe 

 

Guild web site - www.quiltnorth.org 



Welcome to QUILT North 

 

QUILT North strives to provide interesting and educational programming for our guild members and 

guests, to foster an appreciation of quilt making in the community, and to contribute to the community 

through the charitable activities of our members. 

 

The information in this booklet outlines the activities of the guild in support of these and other goals, and 

highlights the many choices our members have for participation. We encourage volunteer service to the 

guild, which shares and supports all the work it takes to put on our programs and meetings. Such service 

is a rewarding endeavor. 

 

We are a widely varied guild. Our ages range from young adults to over 75. Our quilting interests range 

from traditional pieced and modern to art quilts. Our experience ranges from beginner to 40-year-plus 

veteran. What unites us is a passion for quilting. This passion means we always are interested in learning 

more – about techniques, patterns, and innovations in the field – and that we are interested in doing good 

work, both in our own quilting and in the community. At our meetings and workshops you will find 

something for every level and interest, along with a friendly, supportive, helpful group of individuals 

whose talent and creativity is displayed every month during Show and Tell. 

 

In addition, our comfort quilt program, which takes the effort of each member, has resulted in hundreds of 

quilts warming those in need. Our partnership in the biennial Empire QuiltFest, our annual quilt display at 

the Clifton Park-Halfmoon Public Library, and our participation in community activities such as the 

Saratoga County Fair, allow the community to see our work and perhaps provide an incentive to learn 

how to quilt, for quilters in the community to connect with the guild, and for us quilters to appreciate, be 

encouraged and be motivated by one another.  

 

We hope all new members and guests feel welcome and part of the guild. Even if you do not end up 

joining, you are always welcome at our meetings as a guest, to hear our speakers, be inspired, and meet 

people with interests like your own. Visit our website www.quiltnorth.org for the latest guild news and 

other information. 

 

 

 

http://www.quiltnorth.org/


Meeting Agenda & Activities 

 

QUILT North guild meetings are held on the second Monday of September, and the first Monday of the 

month from October through June. The guild meets at the Shenendehowa United Methodist Church, 971 

Route 146, Clifton Park, NY 12065. Doors open at 6:45 pm and meetings start at 7:15pm. Snow policy: if 

the Shenendehowa School District Schools are closed because of weather, our meeting is cancelled. 

 

Sign in or register at the membership table when you arrive. New members are always welcome. Annual 

dues are $35 per member; $15 for those under 18 years of age. Guests also are welcome and are asked to 

register and pay a guest fee at the membership table. New this year: Guild ambassadors are available to 

help new members and visitors navigate their first meetings.  

 

At every meeting 

 

Meetings generally include a summary of guild business, a speaker or other program, Show and Tell, 

and other quilting related announcements.  

Block of the Month: In 2018-2019, BOM will be offering four seasonal table runner patterns. Each 

month's BOM kit will have background fabric and the pattern; you complete the block with your own 

fabrics.  

Fabric swap: New this year - Bring 30 6 ½ inch squares all cut from the same fabric to a meeting, bring 

home an assortment of 6 ½ inch squares. Check the newsletter for the theme of the month. 

Freebie table: Do you have some quilting items that you would like to give away? Our freebie table is 

the place. Please bring home anything that isn't taken. 

Library: We have an extensive lending library of books and tools that may be checked out by our 

members. See the holdings online – check out the link on the website. Suggestions for additions to the 

library are always welcome. 

Nametag drawing: Members are encouraged to wear a personally made cloth nametag to each meeting. 

One name is drawn at most meetings; that lucky member will receive a gift certificate from a local quilt 

shop. Remember: to win you must be wearing your nametag 

Newsletter: Published monthly and distributed by email and on our website. It contains timely guild 

news and more. 

Opportunity table: Buy tickets that give you an opportunity to win a prize – your choice from the table. 

Winners are drawn at the meeting. 

Show and Tell: Please bring in your completed quilts (limit two per member please) for show and tell – 

everyone loves to see what our talented membership is doing. 

 

  



Throughout the year 

 

Comfort quilts: The Guild makes comfort quilts that are donated to those in need in our area and to 

organizations serving them. Workshops are held during the year to work on these quilts together. Each 

member is asked to contribute to this effort. 

Workshops: Visiting speakers, local quilters, and our own members lead workshops. Sign up at our 

meetings. If members of our guild do not fill a workshop, it will be opened to nonmembers. Payments for 

workshops are required at sign up. 

Challenges: There are two challenges a year: a Guild Challenge and a President's Challenge. Usually, 

these are based on a theme, a particular fabric, or a particular technique. Both completed challenges 

usually are shown at the June meeting when winners are selected. See the newsletter or website for 

challenge details. 

Quilt show: Every even year, QUILT North participates in the Empire QuiltFest along with four local 

guilds. Each guild is assigned specific tasks such as publicity, printing, recruiting vendors, organizing 

volunteers, etc. Guild members are asked to participate by entering quilts, working on the show 

committee and/or on the guild's assigned show task, helping with the quilt booth, and volunteering at the 

show.  

Bus trips: QUILT North sponsors several bus trips to quilt shows during the year, such as to the AQS 

show in Lancaster, PA and the Vermont Quilt Festival. This year we have our second group going to 

Houston for the International Quilt Festival. These trips are always fun and depend on the support of our 

members; please consider going on one this year. 

 

Workshop Policy 

• Payment in full is due 60 days prior to a workshop.  

• There will be no refunds unless there is a participant to take your place, either from a wait list or a 

replacement you find. 

 

Bus Trip Policy 

• Payment in full is due 60 days prior to a trip. 

• There will be no refunds unless there is someone to take your place, either from a waitlist or a 

replacement you find. If there is no waitlist and you cannot find a replacement, you must request 

your refund at least 60 days in advance. This is because the trip price is based on a certain number 

of people going and the bus company requiring payment early in the planning process. 

 

 

We appreciate your cooperation and participation. 

 


